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II. CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

1 . (Currently Amended) AMmethod comprising: 

-^controlling a system, especially an electrical and/or electronic system comprising 
a plurality of application devices, in which: 

control information in the form of a spoken command is detected roco i vod from a 
us e r i nd e p e nd e nt l y of a p e rman e nt l y pr e d e t e rmin e d m e nu structure ; 

the rec ei v e d detected control information is identified and a determination is 
automatically made as to which application device the detected control 
information is associated with : 

if the detected control information is associated with a single application device, a 
control corresponding to the detected control information is executed in the 
application device: and 

an i nstruction of th e contro l i nformat i on i nput is i nt e rprotod i n accordanc e w i th 
ava i lab l e onos of th o app l icat i on dovicos by chock i ng whothor tho control 
i nformat i on i s known, unamb i guous and comp le t e for on e of tho app li cat i on 
d e vic e s; 

jf jn cas e of amb i gu i ty of the detected control information is associated with more than 
one application device , a prompt for selection of an application device to which the 
detected control information is to be associated is provided, wherein upon 
selection of the application device, a control corresponding to the detected control 
information is executed in the application device, th e us e r i s s i gnal e d to e nt e r 
further contro l i nformat i on re l at i ng to a s ele ct i on of poss i b l e app li cat i ons to wh i ch 
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th e amb i guous contro l i nformation can b e appl ie d unt il th e tot ali ty of inputt e d 
contro l i nformat i on i s unamb i guous; and 

an appl i cat i on d e v i c e i s contro lle d i n accordanc e w i th th e r e su l t of th e i nt e rpr e tat i on , 



2. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to Claim 1, charact e r i z e d i n 
tha tfurther comprising that the detected control information sp e c i fi e d by a us e r is 
signaled back to th e us e r as announcement or indication for confirming the detected 
control information inpu t th e purpos e of acknow le dg e m e nt . 



3. (Currently Amended) The M method according to Claim 2, charact e r i z e d i n further 
comprising that , upon determining that the- detected control information-mpyt which 
a ll ows a numb e r of poss i b ili t i es for i ts i nt e rpretat i on is associated with more than one 
application device, providing a list of application devices with which the detected control 
information is associated, and allowing selection of one of the application devices on the 
listi s s i gn ale d back a s s ele ction li st . 



4. (Currently Amended) The M method according to Claim 2, charact e r i z e d i n further 
comprising that a detected control information input which cannot be reliably interpreted 
is correspondingly marked in a return signaling. 



5. (Currently Amended) The M method according to claim 1, charact e r i z e d i n further 
comprising that a ch e ck i s mad e determining whether the detected control information is 
complete in order to be able to execute a requested action, and that th e us e r is a 
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requested to complete the detected control information i f th i s i s not tho caso is made if 
the determination is that the detected control information is not complete . 



6. (Currently Amended) The M method according to claim 1, charact e rized i n 
tfra twherein the detected control information input comprises- as keyword or keywords^ 
the keyword or keywords beinq4 s compared with a database of stored keywords for the 
purpose of determining a control function corresponding to the detected control 
information and the application device to which the detected control information 
corresponds i nt e rpr e t a t i on . 



7. (Currently Amended) The M method according to Claim 6, charact e r i zed i n further 
comprising that the database of stored keywords includes an association of available 
application devices, control instructions and control parameters corresponding to afethe 
stored as-keywords as control informat i on . 



8. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to Claim 7, charact e r i z e d i n further 
comprising that the control parameters are stored as lists. 



9. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to Claim 7, character i zod i n further 
comprising that control instructions are stored as data records together with dummy 
codes for the application devices affected and the control parameters needed in each 
case to execute the instructions. 
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10. (Currently Amended) AMmethod comprising : -fer 

controlling a system having a plurality of application devices by . tho m e thod 
compr i sing th e st e ps of : 

detecting a r e c ei v i ng control information input at the system, the control information 
b ei ng i nputt e d by a us e r of tho ovstom being in a form of a spoken command ; 

identifying the r e ce i v e d detected control information input and automatically 
determining at least one application device to which the detected control 
information input corresponds ; and 

if the detected control information input corresponds to a single application device, 
automatically executing a control function of the single application device 
corresponding to the detected control information; 

if the detected control information input corresponds to more than one application 
device, providing a prompt for selection of a single application device to which 
the detected control information is to be associated with and executing a control 
function of the selected application device corresponding to the detected control 
information. 

i nt e rpr e t i ng an i nstruct i on of th e contro l i nformat i on i n accordance w i th ava il ab le 
on e s of th e appl i cat i on d e v i c e s by ch e ck i ng wh e th e r th e control i nformat i on i s 
known, unamb i guous and comp le t e for on e of th e app l icat i on d e v i c e s; 

i n th e e v e nt of th e pr e s e nc e of a l ack of know le dg e or amb i gu i ty or i ncomp le t e n e ss 
of th e control i nformat i on, th e syst e m s i gna li ng to th e us e r to roso l v e a la ck of 
know le dg e or amb i gu i ty or i ncomp le t e n e ss of tho contro l i nformat i on, th e 
s i gna li ng to th e us e r b e ing i nd e p e nd e nt of a p e rman e ntly predeterm i n e d m e nu 
structur e , th e s i gn ali ng e nab l ing th e us e r to e nt e r a r e sponse for resolv i ng th e 
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l ack of know le dg e or amb i gu i ty or i ncompl e t e n e ss of th e contro l i nformat i on to 
i nsur e that th e contro l i nformat i on i s known, unamb i guous and comp l ote for on e 
of the appl i cation d e v i c e s; 

s i gn ali ng th e us e r, i n a c a s e of amb i gu i ty of th e contro l i nformat i on, to e nt e r furth e r 
control i nformat i on r e lat i ng to a sel e ct i on of poss i ble app li cations to wh i ch th e 
amb i guous contro l i nformat i on can be app lie d unt il tho tota li ty of i nputted contro l 
i nformat i on i s unamb i guous; and 

contro l l i ng th e on e app li cat i on devic e i n accordance w i th the r e su l t of th e 
i nt e rpr e tat i on. 



11. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to Claim 1, further comprising 
charact e r i z e d i n that providinq a prompt for further information i s requ e sted if the 
detected control information input is unknown or is ambiguous or is incomplete. 



12. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

a set of application devices having at least one application device; 

an input device for r e c ei v i ng detecting a control information input from a us e r 
i nd e p e nd e nt l y from a permanent l y pr e d e t e rmin e d m e nu structur e in the form of 
spoken command : 

wherein the system is op e rat i v e configured to identify the detected r e c ei v e d control 
information, determine at least one application device associated with the 
detected control information, and i s op e rat i vo furth e r to i nt e rpr e t determine an 
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instruction associated e f with the detected control information from th e input 
d e v i c e in accordanc e w i th a va ila b le onos of th e app li cat i on d e v i c e s by ch e ck i ng 
wh e th e r th e contro l i nformat i on i s known, unamb i guous and comp l ete for on e of 
th e appl i cat i on d e v i c e s ; 

wherein the system is configured to execute the instruction in an associated 
application device if the detected control information is associated with a single 
application device; and 

wherein if the detected control information is associated with more than one 
application device, the system is configured to provide a prompt for additional 

i n cas e of a mb i gu i ty of th e contro l i nformat i on, th e usor i s s i gnal e d to e nt e r furth e r 
control information relating to a selection of an poss i bl e application s device from a 
list of application devices to which the amb i guous detected control information can 
be applied unt il th e tota li ty of i nputt e d contro l i nformat i on i s unamb i guous ; and 

wherein the system is configured to execute the instruction in a selected application 
device from the list of application devices. 

an app li cat i on d e v i ce i s contro l l e d i n accord a nc e with th e r e su l t of th e i nt e rpr e tat i on . 



13. (Currently Amended) A system according to Claim 12, further comprising an 
output device for outputting information to the user, wherein the system is operative to 
request, via the output device, the additional control fwtheFinformation from the user if 
the detected control information is unknown or is ambiguous or is incomplete. 



7 



USApp. Ser. No. 09/847,145 
RCE 

14. (Currently Amended) An interface for a user of a system having a set of 
application devices including at least one application device, the interface comprising: 

an input device for detecting r e c ei v i nq control information in a form of a spoken 
command from th e us e r independently from a permanently predetermined menu 
structure; 

wherein the system is operative to identify the r e c ei v e d d etected control information^ 
automatically determine at least one application device associated with the 
detected control information, and if the detected control information is associated 
with a single application device, execute a command in the single application 
device corresponding to the detected control information; , and i s op e rat i v e furth e r 
to i nt e rpr e t a n i nstruct i on of th e contro l i nformat i on from th e input d e v i c e i n 
accordanc e w i th a v ail ab le on e s of th e app l icat i on d e v i c e s by ch e ck i ng wh e th e r 
th e contro l i nformat i on i s known, unambiguous and comp le t e for on e of th e 
app li cat i on d e v i c e s; 

if the detected control information is associated with more than one application device, 
providing a prompt for i n case of a mb i gu i ty of th e contro l i nformation, th e us e r i s 
s i gna le d to e nt e r further control information relating to a selection of an poss i b le 
application s device from a list of possible application devices to which the 
detected amb i guous control information can be applied unt i l th e total i ty of inputted 
contro l i nformat i on i s unambiguous ; and 

executing a command corresponding to the detected control information in an 
application device selected from the list of possible application devices is 
control le d i n accordanc e w i th th e r e su l t of th e int e rpr e tat i on . 
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15. (Currently Amended) An interface according to Claim 14, wherein the detected 
control information sp e cifi e d by a us e r is signaled back to tbea user as a confirmation of 
the detected control information announc e m e nt or i nd i cation for th e purpose of 
acknow le dg e m e nt . 



16. (Currently Amended) An interface according to Claim 15, wherein when the 
detected control information input which a l lows a numb e r of possib ili ti e s for i ts 
i nt e rpr e tat i on can be interpreted as one or more commands, the one or more commands 
are4s signaled back as ^selection list. 



17. (Currently Amended) An interface according to Claim 15, wherein when the 
detected control information input which — cannot be reliably interpreted A Is 
corr e spond i ng l y m a rk e d i n a return siqnalmq is provided that marks the detected control 
information as unreliable. 



18. (Currently Amended) An interface according to claim 14, wherein a check is made 
whether the detected control information is complete in order to be able to execute a 
requested action, and if the detected control information is not complete, a prompt is 
provided to that th e us e r i s request e d to comp le t e th e complete control information-if 
th i s i s not tho case . 



19. (Currently Amended) An interface according to claim 14, wherein the detected 
control information is in a form o f input a s keyword or keywords , and each keyword is 
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compared with stored keywords for determining an application device associated with 
the keyword or kevwords th e purpose of i nt e rpr e t a t i on . 



20. (Currently Amended) An interface according to Claim 19, wherein the available 
application devices, control instructions and control parameters are stored as as 
associated with keywords stored as control information. 

21. (Currently Amended) An interface according to Claim 14, further comprising an 
output device for outputting information from the system to the user, wherein the system 
is operative to request, via the output device, further information from th e us e r if the 
detected control information is unknown or is ambiguous or is incomplete. 



22. (Currently Amended) A_Mmethod for controlling a system, especially an electrical 
and/or electronic system comprising a plurality of application devices, the method 
comprising: 

r e c ei v i nq detectinq control information in the form of one or more spoken commands 
at the system from a us e r of th e syst e m ; 

identifying the r e c ei v e d detected control information and automatically identifying at 
least one application device associated with the detected control information ; 

executing a command corresponding to the detected control information in an 
identified application device if the detected control information is associated with 
one application device; 
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providing a prompt for additional control information if the detected control 
information is associated with more than one application device; and 

upon detecting a selection of an application device from the more than one 
application device, executing a command corresponding to the detected control 
information in the selected application device, 

i nterpret i ng th e contro l i nformat i on i n accordanc e w i th ava il ab le on e s of th e 
a pp li cat i on d e v i ces to d e term i ne i f th e contro l i nformat i on i s a va li d i nput for on e 
or more of th e appl i cat i on dov i cos, tho i nt e rpret i ng i nc l ud i ng a d e t e rm i n i ng of 
wh e th e r th e contro l i nform a t i on i s known, un a mb i guous and comp le t e for on e of 
th e app l icat i on d e v i c e s; 

upon a d e t e rm i nat i on that th e control i nformation i s known, unamb i guous and 
comp le t e for on e of th e app li cat i on d e v i c e s, contro lli ng sa i d on e app li cat i on 
d e v i ce i n accordanc e w i th th e r e su l t of th e int e rpr e tat i on; 

upon a d e t e rm i n a t i on that th e contro l i nform a t i on i s unknown, or amb i guous w i th 
r e sp e ct to a p l ura li ty of sa i d app li cat i on d e v i c e s and/or w i th resp e ct to a p l ura li ty 
of funct i ons w i th i n one of sa i d app li cat i on d e v i ces, or i ncomp l ote for sa i d one 
app li cat i on dev i c e , s i gna li ng th e user to e nt e r furth e r data for r e so l v i ng an 
unknown contro l informat i on, an amb i guous control informat i on, and/or an 
i ncomp le t e contro l i nformat i on; and 

upon a r e solv i ng of th e contro l i nform a t i on, contro lli ng sa i d on e app li cat i on d e v i c e i n 
accordanc e w i th th e r e su l t of th e i nt e rpr e t a tion . 
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